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A LOADED QUESTION – MARK 12:13–17 98

HIS ENCOUNTER WITH THE SADDUCEES – MARK 12:18–27 98
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PERSONAL APPL ICAT ION – MARK 13:1–37 100

PA R A B LE OF T H E W ICK ED SH A R ECROPPER S 
MarK 12:1–9 
MATTHEW 21:33–41; LUKE 20:9–16
Jesus frequently used parables or story-illustrations to drive home lessons. 
He did so in the case of the “chief priests and the scribes and the elders,” 
whom He had dealt with in a previous verbal exchange (11:27–33). They 
must have been quite attentive to what He had to say next, since they 
figured He might level a barb at them. They were not disappointed. “They 
knew that he had spoken the parable against them.” Crestfallen, they 
walked away determined to destroy Him.

Jesus told them the following story: A certain man planted a vineyard and 
fenced it with a stone wall so that marauders and animals could not invade 
it and munch the foliage and fruit. When the plants reached the period of 
maturation, the owner decided to lease his vineyard to tenant farmers and 
entrust them with the task of promoting his interests while reaping great 
benefits for themselves. To show he trusted them implicitly, he absented 
himself and went into a far country.

Jesus frequently used parables or story-
illustrations to drive home lessons. He did so 
in the case of the “chief priests and the scribes 

and the elders,” whom He had dealt with in a 
previous verbal exchange.
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Came the month of June, the beginning of 
the grape harvest in the Near East, and the 
absentee vintner sent one of his slaves to 
collect the rent. But the tenant farmers, one 
and all, refused to pay. Instead, they beat 
up the owner’s representative and sent him 
away empty. A second servant was sent. 
He fared even worse. The sharecroppers 
ganged up on him, cast stones, wounded 
him in the head, and sent him away 
shamefully manhandled. A third was sent. 
They killed him. When other servants 
arrived, they fared no better. Some were 
beaten, others were killed. What patience 
the landowner displayed!

At last, the lord of the vineyard said to 
himself, “I will make one more try. I will send 
my only son, my well beloved. Surely, they 
will respect my son.” But they did not. They 
said to one another, “This is the heir; he will 
own the vineyard when his father dies. This 
is our chance to get hold of the property. 
Let’s kill him, and we will appropriate his 
inheritance. Who can stop us?” So they 
grabbed him, murdered him, and threw his 
body out of the vineyard.

“How do you think the owner will react to 
such callous and cruel treatment of his 
servants and of his son?” Jesus answered 
his own question, “I’ll tell you what he 
will do. He will come and destroy those 
unconscionable tenants who maltreated and 
killed his emissaries and his son. They broke 
the covenant, used the owner’s possessions 
exclusively for their own gain, and pretended 
they were absolutely right in doing what 
they did.”

JESUS A PPLI ED T H E PA R A B LE TO 
H IS DEFA MER S 
MarK 12:10–12
MATTHEW 21:42–45; LUKE 20:17–19
Then Jesus took an arrow out of the quiver 
of the Psalter, set it to the string of the bow, 
and let fly. “Have you not read this Scripture: 
‘The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s 
doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’” 
(12:10–11; Ps. 118:22–23).

The arrow struck home. The religious leaders 
recognized they had been singled out as the 
target. “They perceived that he had told the 
parable against them” (12:12). The meaning 
was clear; their ancestors had rejected, 
persecuted, and killed God’s prophets, and 
now they themselves were ready to slay 
God’s Son.

However, a startling change was in the 
offing — the rejected stone (Jesus) would 
become the cornerstone. The purpose of 
a cornerstone is to determine by its own 
angle all other angles of the building. The 
cornerstone gives regulation and pattern. 
Because of this governing function, it is the 
most significant stone in the entire building. 
Christ would be rejected as a worthless 
stone, not fit to be placed into the temple. He 
was despised and rejected, finally impaled 
on the accursed wood of the cross. But when 
the morning of the new week dawned, Jesus 
was declared with power to be the Son of 
God. The tomb was opened to the skies. The 
tidings went echoing along the angelic ranks, 
“He is risen! He is risen, indeed!”
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The stone that the builders rejected became 
the headstone of the corner. By virtue of His 
efficacious death and His rising again, Jesus 
became and ever remains the cornerstone of the 
Christian Church. “This was the Lord’s doing, and 
it is marvelous in our eyes” (12:11).

A LOA DED Q U EST ION 
MarK 12:13–17
MATTHEW 11:15–22; LUKE 20:20–26
“Some of the Pharisees and some of the 
Herodians,” bent on implicating Jesus with 
the government, agreed to ask Jesus a loaded 
question in the hope of accusing Him of disloyalty 
to the emperor.

Before posing the question, they engaged in 
what the Latins called a captatio benevolentiae, 
i.e., an attempt to capture the good will of the 
person. They cozied up to Jesus, saying, “Teacher, 
we know you are a man of integrity. You aren’t 
swayed by men, because you pay no attention 
to who they are, but you teach the way of God in 
accordance with the truth.” Now for the loaded 
question: “Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or 
not?” If He said, “No, we should not pay taxes,” 
He would be in trouble with the Romans. If He 
said, “Yes, we should pay taxes,” He would be in 
trouble with the enthusiasts in Israel who hoped 
for deliverance from a foreign power and for the 
regaining of national independence.

But Jesus knew what they were up to. He 
countered, “Why are you trying to trap me? Let 
me see a silver coin.” They gave Him a denarius, 
an ordinary day’s pay. It bore the image of the 
emperor Caesar Tiberius. “Whose likeness and 
inscription is this?” He asked. They answered, 
“Caesar’s.” Jesus replied, “Render to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things 
that are God’s.” His answer staggered them. They 
were amazed at the sharpness of His rebuttal.

The story reminds us that Christians are loyal 
members of two realms: State and Church. The 
Lord “has forbidden the State to interfere in 
Church matters, and the Church to meddle with 
the business of government” (P.E. Kretzmann).

H IS ENCO U N T ER W I T H T H E 
SA DD UCEES 
MarK 12:18–27
MATTHEW 22:23–33; LUKE 20:27–40
Members of the main parties of Jewry had drawn 
Jesus into dispute, members of the Supreme 
Court, the Sanhedrin: “the chief priest, and the 
scribes, and the elders” (11:27). Next, “certain 
of the Pharisees and of the Herodians” (12:13). 
Finally the Sadducees, “who say there is no 
resurrection” (12:18).

The Sadducees wished to point out the absurdity 
of believing in a bodily resurrection. They 
cited a hypothetical case of a woman married 
consecutively to seven brothers. The levirate law 
stipulated: “If brothers dwell together, and one of 
them dies and has no son, the wife of the dead 
man shall not be married outside the family to a 
stranger. Her husband’s brother shall go in to her 
and take her as his wife and perform the duty of a 
husband’s brother to her” (Deut. 25:5).

Jesus answered in effect, “You betray abysmal 
ignorance of the Scriptures and of the power of 
God.” Then, Jesus continued, “For when they rise 
from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in 
marriage, but are like angels in heaven.” 

Jesus continued His explanation in this manner, 
“As to the power of God, of which you are 
ignorant, don’t you remember the words spoken 
out of the midst of the bush on Mount Horeb - 
recorded in one of the five books you accept as 
true, namely the Second Book of Moses, how the 
Lord said, I am the God of your father, the God of 
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Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? 
(Ex. 3:6). God is not the god of the dead, but of 
the living. (They who are seemingly dead are alive 
unto God.) You are quite wrong.”

W H ICH IS T H E CH I EF 
COM M A N DMEN T ? 
MarK 12:28–34
MATTHEW 22:34–40
A sharp-witted lawyer was well pleased with the 
way Jesus silenced the Sadducees. He himself 
was a Pharisee (Matt. 22:34–35), and therefore a 
member of the opposite sect. He stepped forward 
and questioned Jesus, “Which commandment [the 
summary of the moral law] is the most important 
of all?” 

Which might be the chief commandment? The 
commandment of circumcision? Or keeping of 
the Sabbath day? Or being faithful in presenting 
burnt offerings and sacrifices? Or keeping oneself 
ceremonially clean? Jesus responded, “The most 
important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, 
the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The 
second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater 
than these” (12:29–31).

The lawyer was greatly impressed with Jesus’ 
summation and said, “Right, Teacher. You have 
said in truth that He is One and there is none 
beside Him, and to love Him… and also to love 
one’s neighbor as oneself is more than all burnt 
offerings and sacrifices” (12:32–33, Revised 
Berkeley Version).

Then Jesus, noting his intelligent response, said 
to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” 
After that, no one ventured any more to question 
Him. From then on, He would pose the questions 
and do the talking.

GR E AT DAV I D’S GR E AT ER SON 
MarK 12:35–37
Jesus, teaching in the temple, said the scribes 
consistently state that the promised Messiah will 
be a lineal descendant of King David, commonly 
referred to as the “son of David.” But David 
expressly referred to the Christ also as “my 
Lord.” David couldn’t be wrong, for he spoke by 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Now David definitely 
stated, “The [Sovereign] Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit 
at my right hand [the seat of honor, power, and 
equality] until I put your enemies under your feet.’ 
David himself calls him Lord. So, how is he his 
son?” No answer was forthcoming. “And the great 
throng heard him gladly” (12:35–37; Ps. 110:1).

“K EEP A SH A R P EY E ON T H E 
SH A R PI ES” 
MarK 12:38–40
The scribes were popular because of their 
democratic ways and efficient services as 
lawyers. But Jesus knew them for what they were: 
hypocrites and money grabbers. He pronounced 
upon them this condemnation: “They will receive 
the greater condemnation” (12:40).

T H E W I D OW ’S MI T ES 
MarK 12:41–44
Jesus was now completely tired out. He had done 
much talking and disputing on Tuesday of Holy 
Week. He sat down in the Court of the Women 
where the thirteen trumpet-shaped receptacles for 
offerings were located. He observed that many of 
the rich put in much. But a poor widow cast in two 
small copper coins (mites), which make a penny, 
or all she had to live on for that day. The Lord 
commended her for her sacrificial giving. 

Note: God looks not merely at how much is given 
but from how much is it given. Summoning 
His disciples, he told them: “I assure you that, 
relatively speaking, this poor widow has given 
more. The well-to-do gave out of their surplus; 
she gave out of her poverty — her whole living.”
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PE R SONA L A PPLIC AT ION 
MarK 13:1–37

O Christ our God, who will surely come to judge the world, sanctify 
us, that in the day of Your return our whole spirit, soul, and body will 

revive to new life to live and reign with You forever. Amen.

Mark 13:1–13
1. Jesus “went out of the temple.” This temple built by Herod was a magnificent complex of buildings, courts 

and porticos. What comment did one of the disciples make to Jesus concerning the temple?

2. How did Jesus respond to the comment?

3. Who interviewed Jesus privately as they sat on a slope of the Mount of Olives overlooking the massive 
complex of buildings on the temple compound?

4. In one breath, they asked Him two questions. What were these questions?
 1.

 2. 

5. Jesus in His omniscience simultaneously saw two events ahead; the destruction of the temple thirty-seven 
years later, and the destruction of the world at the end of time. What signs would precede the end of the 
world?

6. Do these signs indicate the nearness of His Second Advent or is the Last Judgment perhaps still quite a 
distance off? Why?

7. What telling task would have to be completed before Christ returned to judge the quick and the dead?

8. In the decades before the destruction of Jerusalem, which occurred in AD 70, what hardships and 
afflictions would be the lot of Christ’s followers?
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Mark 13:14–27
9. War is abhorrent. Its aftermath is desolation. The “abomination of desolation” arrived in Judea with the 

coming of the Roman legions under Titus (Luke 21:20). Why did Christ tell His followers to flee in haste to 
the mountains?

10. Enumerate the signs of warning, which will precede the Second Coming of Christ, as listed in 13:21–27:

 In Luke 21:25–27:

Mark 13:28–37
11. What lesson do we learn from the fig tree?

12. In like manner, why are the signs of the Last Judgment a source of encouragement to everyone that 
endures in faith unto the end? (Luke 21:28–31)

13. Give your opinion and elaborate on the meaning of “this generation will not pass away until all these things 
take place” (13:30). Some options might be:

 ____ Some of those who heard Jesus’ prediction would still be alive when the demolition of Jerusalem occurred.

 ____ The Hebrew nation would retain its racial identity until the Great Judgment.

 ____ It may mean both.

14. How can we answer those who set a date for the end of the world? (Matt. 24:36; Acts 1:7)

15. How can we be watchful while awaiting Christ’s coming in power and glory?
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